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December 21-22

Winter Solstice

September 22-23

Autumnal Equinox

March 20-21

Vernal EQuinox

June 20-22

Summer Solstice
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Ancient Stone Monuments
A witness to creation

Chichén-ltza pyramid, Mexico

The Chichen tza pyramid on the spring equinox. BornobiriStock Getty Images

On the spring equinox, tourists and locals gather at the Chichén-ltzd
pyramid in Southern Mexico.

As the sun sets in the afternocon, it casts a shadow on the northern
staircase that lines up with a carving of a snake's head on the bottom of
the stairwell, giving the impression that a snake is slithering down the
pyramid.

This is likely to represent the plumed serpent god Kukulkin or
Quetzalcdatl coming down to Earth on that day.

Angkor Wat temple, Cambodia

Angkor Wat temple. The equinox sun lines up with the temple.
Matteo Colombo/Getty Images: Cavan ImagesGetty Images

On the spring equinox, the sun rises exactly on the central peak of the
temple in Cambodia called Angkor Wat.

The building leads into a 700-year old city made up of canals, temples,
shrines, and tombs spread over 154 square miles, in the jungle of
northern Cambodia.
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